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The fact that Killswitch Engage self-titled

their fifth album provides a clue to the sounds
contained within. Killswitch Engage is a concise
encapsulation of everything KSE do well, with no
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real filler and an obvious single in “Take Me Away."
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no cover songs, no guitar solos; Killswitch are
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Dutkiewicz's masterful production assista
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This is a stripped-down, straightforward
album. Is there anything you think will
surprise longtime fans?

We sorta do what we do, and we
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try to push what we do to the b
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on songwriting
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different things lyrically; and vocally, there
are definitely things | haven't done before,
just really cutting loose on some of the

19, We didn't turn into a pop band or

What did producer Brendan 0'Brien bring
to the sessions?

Weorking with Brendan and Adam
[Dutkiewic

| definitely got different
ideas and got to try some different things
[O'Brien] definitely helped with the
structure of some of the song {
“Strip down this part of the song” or, "Add
this! He had really good ideas, and [when
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“Take Me Away" seems like a really
obvious rock-radio single. Was that
something you thought about when the
song was being written and recorded?
Nope. Joel [Stroetzel, guitar], he's
much the metalhead of the band. He

pretly

wrote it and we
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A lot of the songs seem to have strong
emotional content. What's your approach
to writing lyrics?

| try to make them g
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Can you talk about the song “Light In A
Darkened World?" It seems to be outside
of your usual personal territory, talking
about social engagement with the larger
world.
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